English KS4 Snow Day resources

Reading (1 hour)

Paper 2 Literature Section C is based on Unseen Poetry

Early October Show

BY ROBERT HAIGHT

It will not stay.

But this morning we wake to pale muslin
stretched across the grass.

The pumpkins, still in the fields, are planets
shrouded by clouds.

The Weber wears a dunce cap

and sits in the corner by the garage

where asters wrap scarves

around their necks to warm their blooms.
The leaves, still soldered to their branches
by a frozen drop of dew, splash

apple and pear paint along the roadsides.
It seems we have glanced out a window
into the near future, mid-December, say,
the black and white photo of winter
carefully laid over the present autumn,
like a morning we pause at the mirror
inspecting the single strand of hair

that overnight has turned to snow.

In ‘Early October Snow’ how does the writer
present the effects of the snow? (24 marks)

Spend 30 minutes and aim to write 3 analytical
paragraphs

What is the poet saying about the effect of snow?
What quote shows this?

How does the writer use language/structure to
create meaning?

Why does the poet present the effect of snow like
this? What is the message?




Ice

BY GAIL MAZUR

In the warming house, children lace their skates,

bending, choked, over their thick jackets.

A Franklin stove keeps the place so cozy
it’s hard to imagine why anyone would leave,

clumping across the frozen beach to the river.
December’s always the same at Ware’s Cove,

the first sheer ice, black, then white
and deep until the city sends trucks of men

with wooden barriers to put up the boys’
hockey rink. An hour of skating after school,

of trying wobbly figure-8's, an hour
of distances moved backwards withour falling,

then—rtwilight, the warming house steamy
with girls pulling on boorts, their chafed legs

aching. Outside, the hockey players keep
plaving, slamming the round black puck

until it’s dark, until supper. At night,
a shy girl comes to the cove with her father.

Although there isn't music, they glide

arm in arm onto the blurred surface together,

braced like dancers. She thinks she'll never

be so happy, for who else will find her graceful,

find her perfect, skate with her

in circles outside the emptied rink forever?

In both ‘Early October Snow’ and ‘Ice’ the
writer present the effects of cold weather.
Compare the methods the writers use to
show the effects of winter? (8 marks)

Spend 15 minutes and focus on methods: how
the writer use language/structure to create
meaning.
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